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selected letters discuss his books their meanings his interests and also reveal his view of the world

lin carter introduces readers to tolkien s epic trilogy then takes them on a scholarly yet populist journey
through the massive web of myths and legends that tolkien drew on for both imagery and themes during his
life s work carter s book places tolkien s trilogy in the context of world mythology and legend and is a tribute
to tolkiens power of assimilation and original vision it is the ideal introduction to the background of the lord
of the rings for the legions of new fans

source criticism analysis of a writer s source material has emerged as one of the most popular approaches in
exploring the work of j r r tolkien since tolkien drew from many disparate sources an understanding of these
sources as well as how and why he incorporated them can enhance readers appreciation this set of new essays
by leading tolkien scholars describes the theory and methodology for proper source criticism and provides
practical demonstrations of the approach

as peter jackson s cinematic hobbits set forth 3 minute tolkien celebrates the enduring influence of the world s
most revered fantasy writer it offers a readable absorbing structure dividing j r r tolkien s life and cultural
contribution into 60 neat portions every one digestible in a mere three minutes 20 mini sections each on life
work and influence from a childhood inventing new languages in the sylvan landscape of the severn valley
through a first world war that saw him witness the horrors of the somme to academic success founded on a
passion for old english tales we trace tolkien s life and look at the way in which it informs his creation of
imaginary worlds so intricately mapped that modern readers writers and artists continue to explore them in a
quest for their myths monsters and meaning

a detailed work of reference and scholarship this one volume encyclopedia includes discussions of all the
fundamental issues in tolkien scholarship written by the leading scholars in the field coverage not only
presents the most recent scholarship on j r r tolkien but also introduces and explores the author and scholar s
life and work within their historical and cultural contexts tolkien s fiction and his sources of influence are
examined along with his artistic and academic achievements including his translations of medieval texts
teaching posts linguistic works and the languages he created the 550 alphabetically arranged entries fall
within the following categories of topics adaptations art and illustrations characters in tolkien s work critical
history and scholarship influence of tolkien languages biography literary sources literature creatures and
peoples of middle earth objects in tolkien s work places in tolkien s work reception of tolkien medieval
scholars scholarship by tolkien medieval literature stylistic elements themes in tolkien s works theological
philosophical concepts and philosophers tolkien s contemporary history and culture works of literature

j r r tolkien the beloved author of the hobbit and the lord of the rings brings to his work a great treasure his
christian faith tolkien s literary works are so popular in part because in some sense they pertain to the real
world this present volume is an attempt to understand better the deep christian influences on his work but also
to explore the relevance of tolkien s work for theology today after examining tolkien s fiction in order better
to appreciate christian influences this volume takes a closer look at tolkien s theology of fantasy his response
to the more skeptical origins of religion research and applies his work to contemporary questions about
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method in biblical studies tolkien s christianity informed all he wrote moreover his own theology of fantasy
holds great promise for contemporary theology

few attempts have been made to arrive at a sober assessment of tolkien s achievement as a literary artist and
even fewer to define a place for him in twentieth century literature this book is a comprehensive and
discriminating introduction to tolkien s work which also aims to redress these deficiencies in earlier criticism
two chapters are devoted to the lord of the rings a third explores the bewildering profusion of shorter works
the last considers the significance of tolkien s life and career in the century of modernism

there is a very great deal we can learn by examining an author s sources to which countless source studies of
beowulf geoffrey chaucer shakespeare james joyce and many others stand as proof but this book j r r tolkien a
critical study is about examining his all works his works were made what right do we have to gainsay him
finding a satisfactory answer to that question is partly the subject of this collection for the moment suffice it
to say that we believe scholars have every right and that the value of what we can learn about an author and
his works as well as the greater appreciation this engenders this critical study is concerned with both the
theory and the practice of source criticism as applied to the writings of j r r tolkien over the past forty years or
so source study has emerged as one of the most popular approaches in tolkien studies and with good reason
for it has long been known that tolkien drew from a wide range of disparate sources in the construction of his
legendarium from the hobbit the lord of the rings the silmarillion and beyond an understanding of the sources
tolkien utilized as well as how and why he incorporated them can enhance readers appreciation of his works
immeasurably there has long been a need for a carefully constructed book that addresses two basic aspects of
this specialized field of tolkien studies first it should describe the theory and methodology for proper source
criticism of tolkien s works second it should demonstrate source criticism translating theory into praxis

book sales of the works of j r r tolkien keep pace with those of the koran and the bible tv companies pay
hundreds of millions to the tolkien trust to make adaptations of his work in the uk he routinely tops the list of
the nation s favorite authors an estimated 2 million war gamers use the lord of the rings figurines in their rpg
it is incontestable that tolkien is the most influential catholic writer of the last century tolkien philosopher of
war fills a gap in the scholarship it is the first book addressing the philosophical and theological
understanding of war in tolkien and will interest readers of catholic studies the philosophy and theology of
literature war studies tolkien studies english studies political theory and aesthetics in popular imagination
tolkien is a luddite but recent scholarship has identified tolkien s extensive modern sympathies tolkien
philosopher of war contributes to this growing literature his is a modern critique of enlightenment thinking
specifically those philosophies of history that wrest the initiative from god in divinizing man his worry is
apocalyptic politics those political movements that take christ s be ye therefore perfect even as your father
which is in heaven is perfect matt 5 48 out of the realm of grace and make it a platform for political action
tolkien philosopher of war has three core theses metaphysical political and aesthetic in this tolkien is
comparable to cormac mccarthy especially his blood meridian tolkien took note of a tight analytical
connection between the vanity driving commercial civilization which hume smith and ferguson all identified
and the vanity driving the promethean fantasies of apocalyptic politics war indeed total war is a predictable
outcome of this analytical connection the three theses run 1 metaphysical the apocalyptic anxiety of tolkien s
lore is traceable to the gnostic rejection of the analogy of being typical of the philosophies of history that
dominated his day 2 political in the english context tolkien sided with the tories against whiggery defending
monarchy as a counterweight to the vanity driving progressive philosophy of history 3 aesthetic futurism s
philosophy of history celebrated the machine inverting the value order the futurism art movement encoded
anti christianity fascist politics and apocalyptic war tolkien s cosmogonical drama with its pastoralism and
portraits of angels gandalf and gods nienna dramatizes an aesthetic resistance to futurism

tolkien s lost chaucer uncovers the story of an unpublished and previously unknown book by the author of the
lord of the rings it reveals how major episodes from the trilogy were inspired by tolkien s editing and
teaching of chaucer s canterbury tales
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